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NEED FOR PRESIDENTIAL COMMIS-
SION ON UNITED STAJES FOR-
EIGN INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

(Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN asked and
gi“slsgnéen lpermission to address the
or 1 minute and to revi
ex{;nd his remarks.) yevise and
r. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speak-
er, I have introduced today a bill, %a 1151‘,
9660, to create a Commission on United
VSta:tes Foreign Intelligence Activities,
This will be a.9-man Presidential com-
mission, 5 members of which shall be
appomteq by the President, who shall
also designate the chairman. Four
?:nné?gg ;rfe to b&appointed from the
, 2 from the ]
g, ° Senate and 2 from
This commission will have two maj
responsibilities: First, to make a full aJr?E
complete investigation -of this country’s
foreign 1ntelhgence activities; and, sec-
pnd, to examine the security of these
intelligence agencies from penetration
by subversive elements. The findings
and recommendations of the commis-
f;g:g?re'todb:h submitted both to the
ngress an e President
March 1, 1955. " o or fefove

CONGRESSIONAL R} JORD

T should like to make a few brief com-

‘ ments to explain why I am proposing
this Commission on United States For-

eign Intelligence Activities. In the first
place, I think all of us here in Congress
recognize that the adequacy, timeliness
and overall effectiveness ef our national
intelligence effort is of vital importance
to our national security. The effect of
our tremendous military expenditures
could be greatly lessened, or even nulli-
fied, if our intelligence system is ineffec-
tive or faulty. The very safety of our
Nation would be jeopardized if we were
not forewarned of a sneak attack, It
is essential for us to have sound esti-
mates on the intentions and capabilities
of our potential enemies. We cannot
afford another Pearl Harbor.

A commission such as I am proposing
would make a thorough, intensive, and
impartial survey of our foreign intelli-
gence activities. No such inquiry has
been made since shortly after the pas-
sage of the National Security Act of
1947. For that remson it is timely and
appropriate to take this step now.

As we all know, the Congress has voted
considerable sums for these intelligence
agencies, and yet we know virtually
nothing as to the scope and success of
their operations. Members of the Ap-
propriations Committee and the Armed
Services Committee, it is true, have
some knowledge of their expenditures
and the types of activities involved, but
no comprehensive study has been made.
For that reason also it seems the part
of wisdom for the Congress to authorize
this investigation.

I realize that President Eisenhower,
if he sees fit, could establish such a Com-
mission without any legislative assist-
ance. On the other hand this is a field
where the Congress might logically take
the initiative. By expressing congres-
sional interest, we can authorize a dis-
creet but thorough investigation, super-
vised by a responsible and impartial
Commission.

Others have suggested that a joint
committee on the Central Intelligence
Agency be established to provide a con-
tinuous, and presumably discreet, check
on that agency. ¥ do not believe such
an over-the-shoulder, watchdog com=-
mittee is necessary. Furthermore, I
think that it is preferable for a presi-
dential Commission to be established,
with a majority of its members ap-
pointed by the President. These intel-
ligence agencies are responsible to the
executive branch, and they should be
made primarily accountable to the Pres-
ident.

If we agree that a study of some kind
is advisable, some of us may feel that
an investigation by a congressional com-
mittee would be sufficient and appropri=
ate. I definitely do not agree with such
a view. The confidential and.infinitely
varied nature of our intelligence effort,
it seems to me, precludes a public airing
such as a congressional investigation
would entail. It was realized in 1947

that publicity would perhaps defeat the .

purposes for which the Central Intelli-
gence Agency was formed. For that rea-

son the Congress exempted the CIA from -
' the usual surveillance required of other
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governmental ~ctiv A free-wheel-
ing congressional v astigation—espe-
cially if it were cor.1 cted in an irre-
sponsible way, with -t eye on public1_ty
rather than the faci<- -might have dis-
astrous consequence  ¢n a delicate and
essential instrument o national policy.

In summary, Mr. Speaker, I helieve
that some form of ¥ -v.ew of our intelli-
gence activities woui be beneficial and
proper. At the same \ime we must make
certain that the tioe of investigation
which is undertake: i constructive and
not destructiyve. A presidential Com-
mission such as T :m proposing would
provide a healthy ¢heek and review of
these activities with i jeopardizing the
effectiveness nf cc iwin vital govern-
mental agenciss. ~ “1'pe that the Con-
gress will give this 1 oposal its prompt
@nd serious consid: 2 ion.
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